
 

 

COOK MEMORIAL LIBRARY - BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

December 11, 2013 

 

Present:  Trustees:  Anne Chant, Ann McGarity, Michael Lowry, George Plender, Sheryl Power. Library 

Director:  Jay Rancourt. 

                                   

 
A. Call to order at 6:10 PM 
 
B. Approval of Draft Minutes of November 4th, 2013. Ann McGarity moved to accept the minutes of previous  

meeting, Michael Lowrey seconded it and it was passed by a voice vote. 
 
C. Treasurer’s Report: 

1. November 2013 Financial Report: Motion to accept the treasurer’s report  as written by       
            George Plender and seconded by Sheryl Power. 
2. Unanticipated funds received in November 2013: No deposits made in November.   

  
D. Correspondence:  Notice of meeting with selectmen about 2014 budget. Will submit 2013 annual report   
                                    by January 15, 2014. 
 
E.. Old Business:  Board discussed changes to 2014 budget and will vote on this in January 2014. Grant for         
                                    cemetery trustees will be spent down this year. 
  
F. Library Director’s Report:  

1.   A Death Café, facilitated by Geoffrey Burke, longtime hospice volunteer, will convene bimonthly 
at the library starting on Sunday, December 15th at 4 pm. Death Cafes are discussions about death 
that are always offered on a not for profit basis, in an accessible, respectful and confidential 
space, with no intention of leading people to any conclusion, product or course of action, where 
the participants share cake and coffee or tea together. 
Death Cafes are not bereavement support or grief counseling settings.  

2. Technology: Brett School kids have been signing up for library cards so they can use econtent 
from Overdrive on their Kuno tablets. To encourage reading on the Kunos, the three libraries in 
the SAU13 district (Brett, Madison & Freedom) are looking into the feasibility of jointly 
purchasing econtent to augment the Overdrive offerings, especially in juvenile non-fiction. Staff 
spent 1.5 hours helping a newbie fill out an online job application for the first time – this is an 
example of a time-consuming but absolutely necessary service for the community. 

3. Open House on December 10th was well attended by young families and other community 
members. 

4.  Jay will write a post on the library website in December thanking the Friends for all their support 
and listing their contributions in detail. 

5 Outreach: Amy spent 6 hours at the Brett School reading Ladybug books aloud to children in a 
range of grades. (She said she needed to go to a good chiropractor afterwards!); 44 people 
attended the Tamworth Historical Society luncheon and annual meeting held at the library on Nov 
10th. Bob Cottrell was the featured speaker and a grand time had by all. 

 
G. New Business: Ruth Timchak resigned from her position as library trustee effective today.  Discussion regarding    
                                        potential replacement trustee.   Jay will begin to make inquiries.   
                       
 



 

 

H. Committee Reports: 
1. Personnel: n/a 
2. Policy: n/a 
3. Friends of CML: Gail Marrone  was welcomed as newest member at Nov. 12 meeting. Current          
              Account balance is $11,180.04. Retirees Diane Robinson and Marge Kendrick were given         
              flowers at  the annual meeting.  Annie is working on setting up a pay pal acct. 
              Friends meeting dates for 2014     
              are every other month on second Tuesday. Cabin Fever book sale is February 1. 
4. Building & Grounds: Update to Elevator inspection and maintenance cost in 2014: $400  
5.  Technology: Jay has bought laptop and new scanner for library. 

  I. Public Comment: None 
 
I. Adjournment: 7:25 PM . Motion to adjourn made by George Plender and seconded by Michael Lowrey. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sheryl Power 
Recording Secretary 

Next Meeting: 

Monday, January 13, 2014, Cook Memorial Library—6:00 PM 


